
M r s .  P e r f e c t ,  P r i n c i p a l  

The Spirit of Arcola 

Students at Arcola helped to 
honor our Veterans with a  
virtual program.  They also 
collected items for the “Fort 
Wayne War Beard” group.  
Thank you to all the families 
who sent items in for the    
Veterans.   

Kindergarten, first and second 
graders studied about how the 
Pilgrims and Native Americans 
celebrated Thanksgiving. They 
also enjoyed a tasty lunch of    
turkey, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, green beans, and wacky 
cake!   Thanks to Mrs. Trahin, 
Mrs. Burman and Mrs.Field. 
Our awesome lunch ladies 
worked hard to make this      
traditional lunch for all!  

Student Council had their  
annual Jar Wars in November.  
Our school ended up collecting 
$2,617.76!!!!!  Record broken!  
We said the dimes we collected 
during Jar Wars would go to the 
NACS Relay for Life fundraiser.  
The total amount of dimes 
came to $255.60!  I’m always so 
excited about the way Arcola 
families come together for this 

project.  So many caring families 
and lots of yucky money to count!  
Mrs. Kirk’s class won the contest 
and will be treated to breakfast in 
the classroom. 

PACE classes were in full swing 
during November.  The students 
really enjoyed the many different 
classes and are looking ahead to 
see what will be offered this 
Spring.  Please call Kim or Teresa 
in the office if you have a talent 
you would like to share with  
students!  We would like to be 
able offer new classes, and are 
always on the lookout for       
different ideas.   

December is packed with new 
exciting events for all to enjoy!   

• The Book Fair will be open 
with books for every age!   
December 6-10 

• Eagle Extravaganza on    
December 10 @ 1:45 

• Lion King auditions on  
December 7 

• Spelling Bee for fifth graders 
on December 15.                

 

Whatever your family is doing 
during this month, we hope 
that you enjoy it and most    
importantly.... “remember the  
reason for the Season!” 

Miss Kim 

The Scholastic Book Fair returns to Arcola Elementary the week of December 6-10, 2021, in the Arcola Library. Students will be able to browse 
and create a wish list and then purchase books to add to their own home libraries. There will be a selection of affordable, engaging books for every 
reading level with a variety of titles, authors, and formats [picture books, chapter books, graphic novels, non-fiction books]. 

  

Please visit the link below to see more details and to create an E-Wallet for your student. All proceeds benefit the Arcola Library. Thank you so 
much for your support of Arcola Elementary and our students’ love of reading! 

  

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/arcolaspirit 

Scholastic Book Fair To Visit Arcola Elementary 

December Is All Wrapped Up With Fun! 

The Annual Holiday 

Lunch is right around 

the corner!  On        

December 8, 2021.  

All students are asked 

to dress up in their 

best Holiday clothes 

and be ready to    

practice using your 

good manners with 

your classmates!  

Parents, we will have 

indoor recess on this 

day so your child’s 

clothing will not be 

ruined outside on the 

playground.    

DECEMBER ,  2021 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/arcolaspirit


Dear Parents,  

 

As we near another winter break, I think of the many years of school traditions that we have shared, and how those  
traditions blend with some of our family traditions.  Our school traditions bring new experiences each year as new 
groups of students move through the grade levels.  Watching them experience the various activities and opportunities, 
(for their first time) is a joy that I will carry with me.   

 

As a parent of 4 adult children, I am so very grateful for the moments that we stopped the scheduled events to simply 
read, play a game, build a snowman, etc.  THESE are the moments that children will remember and hopefully carry on 
with their own children one day.   

 

It is interesting to “over-hear” adult children talking about their memories from childhood.  So often I hear them     
talking about the simple “ordinary days” of moments together. 

 

As we step back from our typical schedule, I hope that you each find some of these “ordinary” miracle moments with 
your children.  It is true:  “The best things in life… are not things.”  

 

Enjoy the memory-making moments, 

Mrs. Perfect 

Perfect’s Page 



  

 Although this time of 
year can be filled with 
many fun events, it can 
also be stressful for you 
and your child.  It’s even 
more important to     
practice good self-care 
during these times.      
The following ten tips 
may help you manage 
your stress during this 
busy season:  
1. Exercise everyday  

2. Get enough sleep  

3. Eat healthy foods  

4. Talk about your     
problems  

5. Keep a journal  

6. Break large tasks into 
small steps  

7. Practice taking slow, 
deep breaths  

8. Avoid negative people  

9. Don’t over commit  

10. Think happy thoughts  
 

     National Handwashing Awareness Week 

            December 5-11, 2021  

“Staying healthier one handwash at a time” 

 

 

1. Wash your hands when they are dirty and before eating. 

2.  Do not cough into your hands. 
3.  Do not sneeze into your hands. 
4.  Do not place your fingers into your eyes, nose, or mouth.           

(“T” zone)   
  
 
     Please return any clothing that your child may 

have borrowed from the nurse’s office supply.  
The clothing should be marked “Arcola” on the 
tag inside.   

                         Thank you! 

 

 

 
Healthy Tid Bits               Brenda Jones, R.N. 

Counselor’s Corner           Mrs. Saleh 

HATS AND GLOVES 

 

As we work to make students 
responsible, we would like to 
avoid “loaning” 30+ pairs of 
gloves out to students each 
day!  If your child does not 

own hats or gloves, please let 
us know and we will try to 
help.  Students who forget 

their gloves may be asked to 
put their hands in their  

pockets.  Hopefully this will 
help them remember their 

gear the next time!  

 



 The Spirit of Arcola 

 

 

 
What’s new: All students are participating in the Fame Fusion art contest. 6-10 students will have their work chosen to represent 
Arcola in a special art show in downtown Fort Wayne. To learn more about FAME Fusion click this link: 

https://famearts.org/fusion-of-concert-colors/ 

Remember that you can always keep up with what’s new in art class by visiting my canvas page. I try to update it weekly with    
connections to the lessons.  

 

 

 

 

All students contributed creating artwork to decorate the K-2 Winter program. It’s my favorite activity all year so I hope you enjoy 
viewing their creations in the upcoming Winter program video. 
 

Items needed/ wanted/wished for: paper plates, plastic plates, small foam plates, foam bowls,  
 

hit with the kids.  Their    
serving, passing and  setting 
skills  improved over the last 
two weeks. The rallies were 
longer this week and that was 
fun to see.  A lot of smiles and 
good competition. 

As we move into the busy 
holiday season try and find 
ways to slow down and enjoy 
the company of friends and 
family. 

This month, all the students 
think about when they come 
to PE is... “Is today our snow-
ball fight”?  Yes, it is that time 
of year we build forts and have 
some back-yard fun in the 
gym. We will review the skills  
of overhand and underhand 
throwing, use teamwork    
strategies and just have some 
good ole fun. 

We just finished our volleyball 
unit.  King of the Court was a 

P.E. Central                     Mrs. Eakright 

available for parents to view 
on our website.  We are     
excited to show you the    
culmination of our hard work! 

Students in grades 3 through 
5 are getting ready to begin a 
long journey.  We are in the 
beginning stages of preparing 
a musical.  We will hold   
auditions for on-stage cast 

Students in grade K through 2 
are still working on getting 
ready to record for our Virtual 
Winter Program.  We plan to 
video our songs next week on 
Wednesday, December 8th.  
We plan to show the program 
to students on the last week of 
school before break toward 
the end of the week.  At that 
time, the program will be 

Musical Notes                   Mrs. Leahy 

 

members Tuesday, December 
7th.  In order to be eligible to 
audition, the student needs to 
turn in an audition form.   
These forms are available either 
through canvas on the musical 
star or outside the music room 
on the table outside the door.  
We are so excited to begin this 
adventure! 

https://famearts.org/fusion-of-concert-colors/


Students in grades 3-5 are test playing the games that they     
created for the younger students. 

Students K-2 have been coding, and learning more paper       
engineering applications. 

 

 

Remember, you can always keep up with what we're doing in 
STEAM class by visiting my canvas page and clicking on the 
grade level buttons. 

 

 

Items needed / wanted/wished for: plastic animals!! sturdy paper plates, colorful plastic straws, colored 
copier paper or other scrapbook paper, double sided origami paper, any building toys you no longer want 
( tinker toys, block, etc.), cardboard trays from Aldi:  

CONGRATUATIONS TO ARCOLA ELEMENTARY’S              
LEGO LEAGUE TEAM, “SMARTBOX SQUAD”! 

 
This years theme for FIRST Lego, was “Cargo Connect”.  The Arcola team had to solve a cargo related 
problem.  The team came up with a way to protect boxes from weather and theft issues.  Our team of 8 
went up against students in grades 4th thru 8th grade.  The first tournament was on November 20th at 
PFW.  “Smartbox Squad” won the Robot Performance Award and they were named 1st Place Overall 
Champions!!!!  They will be competing on December 11th at the University of Indianapolis for the State 
Competition.  We wish them all the best of luck.  They have been working so hard on this project.     
Below is a picture of the team and their coaches.  Fifth graders; Katelynn Germann, Franny Rozelle, and 
Payton Thomascik.  Fourth graders; Alex Branning, Allie Buttermore, Nova Gensic, Seth James, and 
Ella Leahy.  Coaches; Greta Sirois, Nicole Germann, Charlie Kille and Scott Braun.     

 



ARCOLA PTO  

December 2021  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  
 

 

• Little Shots/EBA basketball forms are due NO LATER than Friday,                
December 3rd! Due to supply issues we have to have these orders       

turned in to ensure everyone gets a jersey before games start.   

 

 

• Thank you to Katie Gregg and Katie Pranger for helping pop popcorn for  
November! Next popcorn day is December 10th.  

 

 

• Flower Sale was very successful. Thank you to all who ordered. A special 
thanks to Ann Branning for coordinating. Thank you Ann!  

 

 

• If you purchased Silver Graphics, thank you! These items will be shipped to 
the school the second week of December and sent home with your student. 
Contact arcolapto@gmail.com if you would like to pick up your items at the 

school.  

 

 

• PTO MEETING 1/18/22, 3PM, IN THE ARCOLA CAFETERIA  




